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Nanjing educators attend OCENET’s leadership program

In March 2018 a delegation from Nanjing, China, comprised of 24 members from 15 different schools and the Vice
Director of the Education Research Department of Nanjing School Board, participated in a special program to learn

about the Ontario educational system, visit OCDSB schools, and improve English language skills. Pictured in the back
row are OCENET’s Kari Hanes (center left) and OCDSB Principal Renald Cousineau (center right).

Educators from around the world travel to Ottawa to participate in OCENET’s educational training
programs. Teachers and educational administrators from countries such as China, South Korea, Japan,
Colombia, Nigeria, Spain and Sweden, among others, recognize the value of the partnership between
the OCDSB and OCENET for its instructional approach which provides intensive in-service custom-
ized to the visiting teachers, and is delivered in OCENET’s classrooms at 440 Albert Street in conjunc-
tion with “hands-on” experience at OCDSB schools. These groups of educators may visit up to several
months. In the process, Canadian teachers learn about educational practices in other countries. In addi-
tion, most of the international educators learn about Canadian culture by living with a Homestay family.

g - .
i a South Korean teachers enjoy
Al (learning in Ottawa

2w Pictured here is the fourth group of teachers from Jeju
{ Province, South Korea, to visit Ottawa for an educa-
tional training program which includes English lan-

opportunities for shadow teaching with and learning
from Canadian teachers in local OCDSB schools.
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Partnerships amongst OCDSB schools provide a best practices
model for international study tours

“...often the oppor-
tunity for a student to
participate in an inter-
national study tour or
student exchange has
been limited to interna-
tional excursions avail-
able at a particular
school.”

One of the ideas outlined in OCENET’s report on sustainable partnerships with schools internationally, A
Guide to Best Practices for Developing Global Competencies through Sustainable Partnership Schools Abroad,
Grades 7-12, recommended that schools work collaboratively board-wide to organize international study
tours. Many schools in the OCDSB are practicing this approach and working together to expand access
to a broader range of students to various study tours outside of a student’s home school.

Japanese student exchange involves four OCDSB schools

In April, four OCDSB high schools - Bell HS, Earl of |
March SS, Sir Robert Borden HS and West Car-
leton SS - hosted more than 80 students from
Yamate Gakuin School in Yokohama, Japan, on its
second exchange to Ottawa. Students from
OCDSB schools will have the opportunity to travel
to Japan for the reciprocal part of this cultural ex-
change program this coming summer.

Earl of March Principal Jon
Harris demonstrates his
impressive skills in using
chopsticks at the Japanese
Cultural Showcase were the
exchange students hosted
games and cultural activities,
including music and dance

= A Guide to Best Practices for
Developing Global Competen-
cies through Sustainable Part-
nership Schools Abroad,
Grades 7-12, p. 44

Woodroffe works for inclusion on international study tours

Several innovative international
initiatives that embody the spir-
it of collaboration are taking
place at Woodroffe High
School. For a decade now,
Special Education teacher Mr.
Jamie Hughson has taken stu-
dents with cognitive challenges

or not going.” This May, the
GLP students, along with
Woodroffe students from other
programs, will travel to Barba-
dos and deliver backpacks of
school supplies during part of
their visit.

tre, a butterfly garden, choco-
late production facility, and tree
planting. By leading groups of
students from different school
programs and collaborating with
other schools, these teachers
are fulfilling their goals of sup-
porting the values of “Equity,

Woodroffe HS teacher Ms.
Holly Newsome with students
during a past trip to Costa Rica

from the General Learning
Program (GLP) on various
study tours throughout North
America. These travel experi-
ences heighten student curiosi-
ty in the world and increase self
-esteem in these students. As
Jamie also pointed out, the
OCENET bursaries are critical
in supporting these students
and “make the difference in

Next year Woodroffe teacher
Ms. Holly Newsome along with
Mr. Jamie Hughson will be lead-
ing a study tour to Costa Rica
that will include GLP students,
Sports Leadership SHSM stu-
dents, and credit program stu-
dents, along with students from
other OCDSB schools, to expe-
rience many aspects of Costa
Rican ecology and culture, in-

diversity, and experiential edu-
cation.”

Woodroffe HS students including

OCDSB ICELAND 2018

GLACIERS, GEYSERS,
2N VOLCANOES & TECTONIC
S PLA

students in the GLP classes on a

cluding the Arenal Volcano, and study tour to California in 2017

visits to an animal rescue cen-

some of these students going

Board-wide study tour set to travel to Iceland in June 2018

For the first time a board-wide study tour initiative has been organized for students in OCDSB second-
ary schools. A group of 40 OCDSB students and teachers from 10 different schools are heading to Ice-
land for a week of exploration in late June following the examinations. The trip is intended for students
who are keen about Geography and Earth Sciences and was developed to promote interest in both the
Grade || Physical Geography (Forces of Nature) course as well as the Grade 12 Earth and Space Science
course. Students will have the opportunity to stand with a foot on two tectonic plates, hike up a glacier,
visit volcanoes and see beautiful waterfalls and geothermal geysers. The study tour leaders are Mr. Bar-
ter of A.Y. Jackson SS and Ms. Hughes from Longfields-Davidson Heights SS. It is hoped that this study
tour be the beginning of annual board-wide geography/geology themed trips.

Check out @OCENETOttawa "A Guide to Best Practices for Developing Global Competen-
cies through Sustainable Partnership Schools Abroad, Grades 7-12" #globallyaware #global-
competence #globaled @OCDSB https://drive.google.com/open?

id=0BzkS6i3xK | 0kYO0stRExnRIZUZn|]xQUhGTWIXZVdZVGJfbO5V ...



https://twitter.com/OCENETOttawa
https://twitter.com/hashtag/globallyaware?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/globalcompetence?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/globalcompetence?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/globaled?src=hash
https://twitter.com/OCDSB
https://t.co/ucz2cC3NHu
https://t.co/ucz2cC3NHu

OCENET Academic Advisors Jill
Doherty and Donna Bass serve
an essential role at OCENET in
supporting international stu-
dents in OCDSB schools. Both
educators are longtime ESL
language specialists.

The role of the Academic Advi-
sor is important in providing a
liaison between OCDSB
schools and OCENET. This
partnership involves monitoring
report card results and attend-
ance, and generally assisting
students to be successful. This
process involves reporting to
OCENET staff and to Canada
Homestay as well as to teach-
ers, guidance counsellors, par-
ents and educational agents.

The Academic Advisors first
meet with the international
students shortly after they have
arrived in Ottawa. Prospective
students had already completed
a comprehensive online lan-
guage assessment before com-
ing to Canada, but additional
assessments are also conducted
to ensure students are placed in
appropriate programs in
schools. Both written and spo-
ken English assessments are

taken as well as an assessment
of Math skills. These standard-
ized assessments have been
developed by the Ontario Minis-
try of Education and align with
the Ontario Curriculum. Once
all of this information is collated,
then a determination of the
most appropriate school assign-
ment is made. According to Jill
Doherty: “Our assessment pro-
cess involves putting together
several pieces of a ‘puzzle’ that
is pretty accurate overall.”
Within a day or two of arrival in
Ottawa, the new international
student is ready to attend his or
her new school.

In addition to these roles the
Academic Advisors are called
upon to write letters home to
parents to update them on stu-
dent progress, and they are
constantly in contact with Guid-
ance Counsellors and teachers
to offer assistance when learn-
ing issues arise. Both are often
called upon to serve as refer-
ences for students who wish to
apply for scholarships.

There are many success stories
and the most memorable stu-
dents are those who face and

Academic Advisors support international student success

overcome the challenges of
being an international student.
Both of OCENET’s Academic
Advisors are dedicated to
“knowing students are making
friends, learning about Canadian
culture, and having a positive
Homestay and school experi-
ence while studying in Ottawa.”

Woodroffe HS ESL teacher San-
dra Ross-Nguyen (left) with
OCENET Academic Advisor Jill
Doherty (right) and Grade |2
international student Lam
(center) who aims to study hotel
Management at Algonquin Col-
lege next year

The OCDSB and OCENET have a long standing relationship with
South Korea. Not only do many international students from South
Korea come to Ottawa to study in OCDSB schools and many teach-
er come for professional development, but also there are numerous
other connections which have evolved into a reciprocal and mutually
beneficial educational partnership. OCENET is very appreciative of
the generous support provided by the Embassy of the Republic of
Korea in hosting the International Certificate Program ICP Korea
Forum at the Korea Cultural Centre.

b
nts
Jeju Youth Forum Stude

o [IZ==| ;
mE |
Over 80 students attended the ICP

Korea Forum at the Korea Cultural
Centre this past December

In November 2017 four OCDSB
students were invited to the Jeju
Youth Forum in South Korea

Initiatives forge educational partnerships with South Korea

In December 2017 Director of
Education Dr. Jennifer Adams
was invited as guest presenter
at the Jeju International Sym-
posium on Education where
she delivered a presentation
on the topic of “Continuous
Assessment in the Learning
Process: Transforming Assess-
ment Practices in the OCDSB”

“Communication is the
key — between the
OCENET Academic
Advisor and all the
other partners involved
in student integration

and success.”

- Donna Bass,
OCENET Academic
Advisor

“There are always un-
believable success sto-

ries.”

- Jill Doherty
OCENET Academic
Advisor

International
Certificate

Graduation
Ceremony
Thursday, June 21

@ 7p.m.

Aga Khan Global Centre
for Pluralism

330 Sussex Drive




Volume VII Issue 2 page 4

“This trip has opened a completely
new door to my life.”

Paige (right) with Chinese host

“This has been a life changing
event for me.”

Balancing an egg on the Equator!

“There is more to the world than
just where | live.”

ethany (foreground) works on
building a new classroom

Student bursary program makes a significant difference

Paige @ Castor Valley Elementary School

As part of an innovative cultur-
al exchange at Castor Valley,
Paige along with 10 other stu-
dents and 3 teachers participat-
ed in a study tour to China in
April 2018. Paige is in Grade 8
and enjoyed learning about
Chinese culture during several
days in both Beijing and in
Chengdu. For Paige, the most
interesting part of the study
tour was living with a Chinese
student of a similar age and her

family. Paige noted the long
school hours and the amount
of homework required of her
Chinese friend. She found her
host family “open-armed and
welcoming” and she was ad-
venturesome in trying very
different foods that were very
spicy. Neither Paige nor her
host family could communi-
cate easily through a common
language so there were some
humourous interactions and

Kieran @ Osgoode Township High School

A Grade || student, Kieran
along with 12 other students,
2 teacher chaperones, and a
facilitator from Insight Global
Education travelled to Ecuador
during March Break 2018. The
group visited several parts of
Ecuador including the capital
city, Quito, as well as a wildlife
sanctuary in the Amazon basin
and a rural community in the
mountains. Even though
Kieran has travelled interna-
tionally before, he views this

study tour a “life-changing”
experience. One aspect of
the trip he found fascinating
was staying with an Ecuadori-
an host family. He noted that
the culture seemed to work
as a sustainable community
where people bartered for
goods and he perceived the
people were less materialistic
and happier in comparison to
North American society.
Kieran received an OCENET
Student Bursary in the

Bethany @ Canterbury High School

Bethany heard about a “Me to
We” study tour to India from
her Ancient Civilizations
teacher. Bethany is a Grade 12
Student in the Dance Program
at Canterbury and she has a
keen interest in being globally
aware. Along with 10 other
Canterbury students, 2 teach-
er chaperones and Me to We
facilitators, Bethany travelled
to India during March Break
2018 to participate in a com-
bined cultural and service
education experience. The
students worked half-days on
building the foundations for
new classrooms destroyed by

monsoon floods and for
the rest of the day partici-
pated in various cultural
activities. One of the expe-
riences that had the most
impact on Bethany was
spending a day following
the daily routines of an
Indian woman in a village
community. The students
assisted in preparing food
for the family and doing a
“water walk” to collect
water from a well. Bethany
commented that it was
exhausting to carry the
water and that she didn’t
have much water to show

lots of hand gestures and point-
ing. Paige had never travelled
outside of Canada before and
noted that the OCENET Stu-
dent Bursary program made a
big difference in allowing her to
participate in the trip to China.
When she enters high school
this September, Paige is definite-
ly going to consider enrolling in
the OCDSB International Certif-
icate Program to pursue her
interest in culture and global
citizenship.

amount of $1000 and empha-
sized that this support helped a
great deal. He learned about the
bursary from the school’s
OCDSB International Certifi-
cate Advisor and trip leader Ms.
Lafond; Kieran found the appli-
cation process very straight-
forward. In part because of his
international travel, Kieran is
considering the possibility of a
semester studying abroad or a
gap year during his post-
secondary learning.

for all the effort she put into
collecting the daily water supply.
Bethany received a $500
OCENET Bursary to assist with
expenses of the study tour. She
indicated that the bursary appli-
cation process was easy to com-
plete and that she received a
response within a couple of
weeks. Along with other fund-
raising events, the bursary made
a significant impact on her being
able to participate. . In the fu-
ture, Bethany plans to attend
York University and sees herself
as being involved in international
development.

STUDENTS: OCDSB/OCENET International Study Abroad Bursaries
Application Forms, FAQ's, Application Deadlines, Contact Information, etc.
Information is available at: www.educationfoundationottawa.ca/helping-students-

2/bursary/ocdsbocenet-international-study-abroad-bursary
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For the first time this issue of Global Connections highlights the experiences of four teachers from Spain with the Fundacion Amancio Ortega
(FAO) Program who participated in OCENET Teacher Training and were in placements in OCDSB schools from January to June 2018.

Maria

Maria is from Madrid and finds
Ottawa a bit quieter than her
city in Spain. Maria has a back-
ground in Art History and
taught for two years before
coming to Ottawa. She was
surprised to find Ottawa to be
such a multicultural place and
finds that having students from
all parts of the world enriches
the classroom. Maria has
been placed at Gloucester HS
and Sir Wilfrid Laurier SS
where she has learned much
about critical thinking strate-
gies, questioning techniques
and student centered learning,
which she aims to share with
teaching colleagues in Spain in
the future. She likes seeing
how the methodologies
learned in the Teacher Train-
ing program are being actively
applied in classrooms. In Ot-
tawa, Maria started to learn
how to play the guitar.

Sandra

Assigned to both Sir Robert
Borden HS and Woodroffe
HS, Sandra enthusiastically
embraced many of the new
teaching strategies she has
learned. She sees the value
of student-centered ap-
proaches and critical thinking
skills. Sandra likes that em-
phasis is placed on the learn-
ing process and not just on
the final product. She finds
that Canadian teachers are
hard-working, that they
work collaboratively, and
that they really seem to love
their jobs. She is not such a
big fan of Canadian winters!
While in Ottawa, Sandra
joined an evening dance
group. In short, Sandra has
greatly appreciated her time
in Ottawa because it has
“opened up a new world of
educational possibilities.”

Natalia

Natalia is from Valencia where
she has worked as a Special
Education teacher for 5 years.
She saw the FAO program as
a great way to improve her
teaching practice and likes that
the program offers a balance
between educational theory
and practical in-school place-
ments. For the past four
months she has been assigned
to Nepean HS and Broadview
PS, but has taken the oppor-
tunity to visit many other
OCDSB schools to observe
Special Education classes. She
has been impressed by the
way Ontario schools use tech-
nology and offer accommoda-
tions to students with special
needs. She has enjoyed all of
the new people she has met
and found that living in a
Homestay with students from
three other countries has
been a major highlight.

Emilio

In Spain, Emilio calls Grana-
da home. One of the rea-
sons he applied to the FAO
Program was to have the
opportunity to live and
learn abroad. From his
arrival in Canada, Emilio
found the staff at OCENET
extremely helpful in sup-
porting all of the Spanish
teachers adjust to life in
Ottawa. Emilio has been at
Merivale HS since January
and appreciates how the
whole school has made him
feel included as a staff
member. He has been ob-
serving classes and has
assisted students in a
Grade 9 Math class. Dur-
ing his time in Ottawa,
Emilio joined a soccer
team. Upon his return to
Spain, Emilio will be pre-
paring for the national
teachers’ examinations.
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Meet OCENET: Kari Hanes

Kari Hanes,

Project Lead,

International Teacher Training
(photo taken on the Camino
de Santiago)

Castor Valley students and
staff at The Great Wall
outside Beijing

Each issue of Global Connections
includes a feature interview with
one of the OCENET team

I. What are some of
your main roles at
OCENET?

I’'m Project Lead for Teacher
Training and also teach in our
Summer English Explorer Pro-
gram (SEE). | often provide an
orientation workshop to the
new students attending our
programs.

2. What aspects of your
job do you enjoy most?

| truly enjoy that my work is
so varied every day. | have an
opportunity to meet and work
with teachers and students
from around the world. We
also coordinate visits with
numerous educational delega-
tions from all parts of the

world. It’s all very interest-
ing! | also really enjoy being
part of a team that delivers
intercultural competency
workshops to teachers.

3. What have been some
of your accomplish-
ments at OCENET that
your are most proud of?

| am very pleased to be in-
volved with the Student Am-
bassador Program with SEE
where local Canadian stu-
dents actively engage with
international students and are
credited with service hours
towards obtaining the
OCDSB International Certifi-
cate. I'm also proud of the
work in developing Language
Awareness Workshops which
are shared with other educa-
tors. In addition, I've been
active in enhancing the SEE
Programs through developing
language related tasks and

lessons that complement the
afternoon activities of the inter-
national students when they visit
museums, go biking, or make
Canadian style pancakes with
maple syrup!

4. What new projects are
you working on at OCENET?

This is our first year having a
group of 50 teachers from Spain
through the Fundacién Amancio
Ortega (FAO). It has been an
exciting and rewarding experi-
ence to work with such enthusi-
astic and engaged young teachers.

5. What are some of your
interests outside of work?

Each year | spend several weeks
walking the famous and lengthy
Camino de Santiago across
Northern Spain which sustains
me mentally and physically. | also
love to attend both music and
writers’ festivals.

Photo Gallery: Castor Valley ES student exchange to China

Grade 8 students from Castor Valley ES travelled to visit with its partner school, Chengdu University
Affiliated Middle School in Chengdu and also visited Beijing during the study tour.
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(Left) As is the Chinese tradition
when welcoming guests, the staff
and students at the Affiliated Mid-
dle School of Chengdu University
welcomed the Castor Valley stu-
dents and staff with a large banner.

(Below) The faculty at the univer-
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sity school with OCENET Executive
Director Geoff Best (center right)
and OCENET Program Director,
Constantine loannou (center left)

e

=1

Castor Valley students
enjoy the company of their
Chinese exchange partners
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OCENETTip Sheet #1 I:

TEACHING USING THE
UNITED NATIONS
SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT GOALS
(SDGs)

SUSTAINABLE e,
@’/ DEVELOPMENT ‘m ALS

DECENT WORK AND
ECONOMIC GROWTH

«f

13 CLIMATE M 17 Praeesiues R
BELOW WATER FOR THE GOALS (&3

SUSTAINABLE

DEVELOPMENT

GOALS

Teachers and students are discovering the world of resources that have been developed to support the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). These resources support internationalization of the curricu-

lum and can be used across all grade levels and subject areas.

OCENET International Education Coordinator, Kathy Scheepers, has provided several resources that teachers

can access to explore the possibilities of using the SDGs in their classrooms:

® The Google+ Community created to support Global Ed in the OCDSB (K-12 focus) titled "Global & Inter-
national Education Resources (K-12) : https://plus.google.com/u/0/communities/|1 12970672271839632073

® TEACH SDGs - www.teachsdgs.org

® THE WORLD’S LARGEST LESSON - http://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/

”

1 {l @TeachSDGs @TheWorldsLesson #TeachSDGS #youthSDGs #GlobalGoals #SDGs #GlobalEdChat
-——
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https://plus.google.com/u/0/communities/112970672271839632073
http://www.teachsdgs.org
http://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/

ocenet.ca

440 Albert Street
Room C315
Ottawa, Ontario
Canada KIR 5B5

Phone: 613-239-0277
Fax: 613-239-0608
email: ocenet@ocdsb.ca

If you have an international
education story that should be
included in Global Connections,

let us know.

Please direct any comments,
questions, or suggestions to:

ross.laing@ocdsb.ca

OCENET Bulletin Board

OCDSB STAFF:

OCENET International Education Bur-
sary Program

Application Forms, FAQ's, Application
Deadlines, Contact Information, etc.
Information is available at:

http://lwww.ocenet.calen/page/
show/bursaries

Check out the new OCENET You Tube video,
International Education at the OCDSB, which
profiles the roles OCENET and the OCDSB
have in delivering high quality programs for
international students and educators. Visit:
www.studyottawa.ca/website/page/show/main?

lang=en

What’s going on at
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Canada Homestay Network

Incorporating Canada Homestay International
Serving Canada from Coast to Coast

Thinking About Becoming
A Homestay Host?

Among the many benefits of being a Homestay host:

* make a significant difference to the life of a student from
another country

* learn about people from other cultures

« make friends across the world

« introduce your children to an intercultural experience

* share Canadian culture and life in Ottawa

* Host Support 24/7

* receive an honorarium to cover expenses

Visit “Hosts” at

twitterd L www.canadahomestaynetwork.ca
@OCENETOttawa ' y .
Divisions of OCENET

Ly
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OTTAWA INTERNATIONAL
STUDENT PROGRAM

YOUNG PEOPLE'S
LANGUAGE SCHOOL

OTTAWA-CARLETON
EDUCATION NETWORK

INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS
Elementary School
High School
University Preparation

English Immersion
Teacher Training
Summer Programs

Academic English

Leadership and

Outdoor Education Programs
Summer Study

OTTAWA-CARLETON
DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD
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