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This past semester
OCENET and OCDSB
schools hosted interna-
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countries around the
world...with internation-
al students attending 21
high schools and 27 ele-
mentary schools
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OCDSB & OCENET = International education leadership

An exchange of gifts at the Memorandum of Un-
derstanding signing ceremony in Chengdu, China
with (I-r) OCENET Executive Director, Geoff Best,
OCDSB Director of Education Pino Buffone and
DAI Zhiyong, Director, Chengdu Education Bureau
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(--r) DU Kunyang, Director of the Chenghua Edu-
cation Bureau, with Pino Buffone, OCDSB Director
of Education. The Chenghua Education Bureau
hosted the visit and has been a partner with the
OCDSB and OCENET for eight years.

A conversation with Director of Education Pino Buffone:
International education initiatives at the OCDSB

As the new OCDSB Director of Education, what di-
rections do you see international education heading

in the future?

“l am really excited to be back at the OCDSB and to continue

building upon the strong partnership between our school district
and OCENET. | am also excited about the future of international
education in the OCDSB on several fronts through the following

initiatives:

¢ continuing to align district initiatives with the international edu-
cation strategies outlined by the Ontario Ministry of Education;

¢ reinforcing the connections with the OCDSB’s multi-year 2023

-2027 Strategic Plan. In particular, this would include the areas
of social responsibility, student wellness, and learning opportu-
nities, whether through short-term excursions, hosting an in-

ternational student, or going abroad; and

Meeting the Chinese Ambassador
to Canada, H.E. CONG Peiwu, at
the Chinese Embassy's Spring
Festival Celebration

¢ supporting student exit outcomes including global awareness,

effective communication, and critical thinking when dealing

with new cultural contexts.”

...continued on page 2
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Discussing international education with Pino Buffone (cont’d)

How can the OCDSB and OCENET work collaboratively on international edu-

“l am passionate
cation goals?

about international
education and looking
forward to the future
possibilities. The
“global awareness”

aspects of our educa-
tional partnerships through travelling abroad.
¢ Offering staff opportunities for international experiences, either virtually or in person,

“The OCDSB, along with OCENET, continues to collaborate on achieving international ed-

ucation goals in three key areas:

¢ Providing students with opportunities for international experiences, whether through
virtual online learning, or through hosting a student on an international exchange, or

brings so many bene-
fits to our students, to learn about teaching strategies and pedagogy practiced elsewhere, or through ex-

staff, and school com- tended exchanges for staff overseas.
munities.” ¢ Developing a series of professional learning programs focusing on the many teaching
practices we do well at the OCDSB to share with international educators. As an exam-
- Pino Buffone, ple of what | mean, on the one hand we can showcase the ways in which we address
Director of Education students with special needs, and likewise, we can learn from other educational jurisdic-
tions about how they promote student well-being. These types of two-way partner-
ships benefit all involved.
| should note that OCENET has helped facilitate many innovative international initiatives
through organizing student exchanges, welcoming foreign delegations of educators, sending
OCDSB educators overseas, and a signature example of the collaborative partnership is the
success of the International Certificate Program.”

What are some of the benefits that students can gain from participating in an
international excursion (trip) or an international student exchange whereby a
student lives for a time with a host family?

“These types of experiential learning experiences allow students to gain an appreciation of
other cultures, other ways of living, and break down cultural barriers and possible miscon-

Experiencing the cuisine and

ceptions. In addition, students learn much about themselves and usually arrive at a new
culture of Chengdu . L . »
understanding and appreciation of their home country and culture.

Last November you travelled to Chengdu, China, to establish an international
exchange program. The first group of OCDSB students will visit Chengdu in
March. How has your visit to Chengdu affected your role in supporting this type
of experience for students?

“Visiting Chengdu reinvigorated my commitment to the possibilities of international educa-
tion partnerships. We connected with educators in Chengdu who are equally enthusiastic
about the Memorandum of Understanding we signed between our school districts which
aims to develop both short-term and long-term projects. Through visiting schools and
meeting educators in Chengdu | saw firsthand the potential learning opportunities for our
students and staff. Chengdu is an example of what | call a “deep partnership” and the even-
tual goal is to establish several similar “deep partnerships” in different parts of the world to
both send and receive students annually.”

One of the criticisms of international travel for students is that there are inequi-
ties about which students can participate due to financial disparities among fam-
ilies. How are the OCCSB and OCENET addressing this issue?
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Discussing international education with Pino Buffone (cont’d)

“This is a key issue. In recent years the OCDSB leadership has focused on the importance of
equitable access. There is an opportunity here for the district to be resourceful, an opportunity
for ingenuity to be proactive with fundraising initiatives, and opportunities to explore options
for payment plans over an extended period to be more affordable. We can reinject some of the
funds OCDSB schools receive from OCENET to provide more equitable access to opportuni-
ties and we can continue to inform students and parents about student scholarships available
through the Education Foundation of Ottawa and bursary funds for educators available through
OCENET. In addition, it is necessary for school staff to reach out to students who may be
hesitant to sign up for an international experience and provide encouragement and awareness
of the resources that may be available. It is also important to recognize the equitable access
opportunities for virtual global engagement and classroom partnerships for all OCDSB students
in both the elementary and secondary panels. Currently we have such virtual connections with
schools in China and France, and are working on similar initiatives with schools in Spain, Tanza-
nia, Morocco and Japan.”

Another issue that is often raised by parents relates to student safety overseas.
What safeguards and protocols are in place to mitigate risk factors?

“The safety of students and staff is the OCDSB’s first and foremost priority. One of the ques-
tions administrators often get from parents regarding safety overseas is “Have you been there?”
I’s both a personal question and professional question. It is my goal to have a member of sen-
ior staff visit those places where we develop “deep partnerships” to ensure safeguards and or-
ganizational structures are in place at a particular location. In reinvigorating international stu-
dent excursions, we need to revisit policies and procedures for international excursions as well
as review public health and safety protocols following lessons learned during the pandemic.”

What strategies can the OCDSB use to limit the number of days students would
miss at their local school to enable them to participate in international experience?

“What became apparent during the pandemic is that students and teachers can shift to a differ-
ent mode of learning quite quickly and effectively. With internet connectivity and some flexibil-
ity in scheduling assignments and tasks, students can participate in their learning while on a
short term or even extended international excursion. Of course, March Break and summer
excursions can continue as in the past without affecting attending school in person.”

Some concluding thoughts... “For me, it is a privilege to be back at the OCDSB and to
work with OCENET. | look forward to building on the great work that has taken place in the
past. | am passionate about international education and looking forward to the future possibili-
ties. The “global awareness” aspect of educational partnerships brings so many benefits to our
students, staff, and school communities that it is “value added” for our organization.”

OCDSB Director Pino Buffone and Director DU Kunyang and
guests launching the opening of the Chengdu-Ottawa
Youth Exchange Centre Office during the Chengdu-
Ottawa China and Canada People-to-People Ex-
change Month held at Chengdu Yinghua School.

(-r) XIONG Min, DU Kunyang, Pino Buffone, Vivian Best, Con-
stantine loannou, Geoff Best, WAN Bin, and CHEN Tiejun

ME-BAERMAXEREA

2023 CHENGDU-OTTAWA CHINA AND CANADA PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE EXCHANGE MONTH

20234 5§

“During my term as
Director of Educa-
tion my hope is to
seek out opportuni-
ties on several con-
tinents ... with the
safety and security
of students and
staff foremost ...
that represent the
faces of our stu-
dents.”

- Pino Buffone,
Director of Education

Meeting with students at
Chengdu Yinghua School
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French exchange students learn to make S’mores and more

(r) French student Carla with
Elizabeth from West Carleton SS

(I-r) Host parent Jennifer, Kait-
lin from Earl of March SS, and
exchange student Tanguay

(I-r) Lorelei with Arusha from
Sir Wilfrid Laurier SS

In early October a group
of close to 40 international
exchange students from
the Provence region of
southern France arrived in
Ottawa to spend 5 weeks
living with an OCDSB
partner student and host
family while attending an
OCDSB secondary school.

Apart from an interruption
of a few years due to the
pandemic, the French Ex-
change has been an annual
program since the fall of
2018. The main goals of
the exchange are to pro-
vide opportunities for stu-
dents to practice language
skills and develop intercul-
tural awareness.

During their stay in Cana-
da, the French students
attend the home school of
their exchange partners
and participate in many
activities, such as the day
at the MacSkimming Out-

door Education Centre as
well as attending a hockey
game and other events.

In the spring of 2024, 39
OCDSB students from sev-
enteen local schools will

French students on the Provence international student exchange and

have the opportunity to re-
unite with their exchange
partners and live for 5
weeks with their French
host families to experience
the second half of the
learning exchange.

their local host partners enjoyed a day of hiking followed by a lunch of
hotdogs and S’mores at the MacSkimming Outdoor Education Centre

International
Exchanges

Explore
opportunities for
OCDSB students fo
participate in group
or individual
exchanges:

Visit: https://
ocenetocdsb.cas
exchanges

Contact:
Mr Sean Oussoren
International Education
Coordinator

613-239-0314, Ext. 2108

Young People’s Language School (YPLS) students practice

YPLS students along with teach-
er Paul Donaldson pose using
the ramp at the Garden of the
Provinces on Wellington St.

As a way to apply English
language skills to practical
“real world” activities, the
students at the YPLS sum-
mer program participated
in a photography work-
shop. Following a photog-

English language skills and photography o

raphy presentation by
OCENET’s International
Education Consultant and
keen amateur photogra-
pher, Ross Laing, the stu-
dents took their cell phone
cameras to use |0 specific
techniques for taking bet-
ter pictures. They learned
about checking for back-
ground distractions, and
using architecture to cre-
ate a “frame within a
frame,” among other tech-
niques. The students had a
lot of fun and showed they
were able to improve their
photo skills and enhance
their creativity.

i

n a “photowalk”

g

AN SERYl..)
YPLS students posing within a
“frame within a frame” shot

Having fun with a group portrait
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In their own words: Life as a Visiting International Teacher

Most issues of Global Connections highlight the experiences of OCENET international students in OCDSB
schools or visiting educators participating in one of OCENET’s teacher training programs.

Soomi, South Korea

Soomi teaches English at a girls’ school on Jeju Island in South
Korea. She arrived in Ottawa in mid-September and was as-
signed to Brookfield High School, which she finds to be a
welcoming place. Soomi has been impressed by the way so
many students from diverse cultural backgrounds are all
learning together, and by the dedication of the teachers to
their students. In particular, she has been appreciative of her
co-teacher, Michael Kellerman, who has encouraged her to
expand the range of her teaching strategies. She feels that
Canadians are kind and generous. Her biggest challenge has
been “negotiating” Ottawa’s transit system. During the
Christmas break, Soomi travelled to Vancouver and also ven-
tured north to Yellowknife. She values the impact the inter-
national teacher training program will have on her teaching.

Teachers across the globe
recognize the value of
learning from other teach-
ing colleagues.

OCENET organizes teach-
er training programs
where visiting teachers
receive an orientation to
the Ontario curriculum
and current teaching strat-
egies, and assigned to
OCDSB schools to turn
the theory into practice.

Brookfield HS English teacher Michael Kellerman with Soomi following

team teaching an ESL class with students from around the world

Last September twelve
experienced teachers from
South Korea arrived in
Ottawa to participate in
school placements for one
semester.

One of these teachers was
Soomi and she was paired
with Michael Kellerman,
who has assisted as an
exceptional co-teacher to
international educators for
several years.

International teachers learn new teaching strategies

At first Soomi observed
Michael’s classes and
noted that his teaching
style was much more
“informal” than hers and
that of most Korean
teachers. She was not
used to seeing students
sit in desks arranged in a
circle. She was not used
to a classroom where
students were encour-
aged to express their
personal opinions. She
was not used to teaching
boys and students from
diverse cultures. Gradu-
ally, she started to team
teach with Michael and
came to recognize the
impact that modifying her
teaching style could have
in helping students learn.

Soomi’s initial concerns
about adapting her teach-
ing style eased. She aims
to incorporate much of
what she has learned in
Ottawa with her stu-
dents in South Korea.

“South Korea is a very
homogeneous society
and with so much cul-
tural diversity among
the students here, | am
learning to be better at
accepting differences.”

- Soomi
international teacher from
South Korea

“Working with other
teaching colleagues is
the spark that you
need to reinvent your
teaching and how you
are in class with stu-
dents.”

- Michael Kellerman,
English and ESL teacher
from Brookfield HS

Soomi was new to the tradi-

tions of costumes for Hal-
loween, so Michael intro-
duced her to a local thrift
store where they found
matching lumberjack shirts.
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OCDSB students experience Japan in summer exchange program
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OCENET has an important
role in encouraging OCDSB
students to become engaged
global citizens, both locally
and abroad. Part of this goal
is achieved through initiating
and supporting international
students exchange opportu-
nities.

OCENET has been involved
in a student exchange pro-
gram with the Yamate-
Gakuin School in Yokohama,
Japan, since 2016.

The Japanese students visit-
ed Ottawa during the spring

Students from four local OCDSB secondary schools a

/
/
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of 2023, and this past sum-
mer 34 OCDSB students
from Gloucester HS,
Cairine Wilson SS, Colonel
By SS, and Canterbury HS
had the opportunity to
travel to Japan to reconnect
with their Japanese friends.

The Canadian students
were immersed in Japanese
culture and participated in a
wide range of activities dur-
ing their two week visit in
July and August. Students
learned about traditional
Japanese music and dance
and had the chance to wear

| \ : — -
t the Ottawa Airport prior to boarding their plane for a 2 week student ex-
change visit to Japan. Along with the 34 students is trip leader and OCENET International Education Coordinator, Mr. Sean Oussoren

»

i
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customary yukata robes.
They also enjoyed trying
many types of Japanese
cuisine throughout their
educational trip.

While in Japan, the stu-
dents had a “real world”
opportunity to practice
their Japanese language
skills from credit courses
they had studied in their
Ottawa schools. The stu-
dents also had the chance
to experience Japanese
culture and traditions
firsthand by being billeted
with host families. While

— —
-

™

(

\.‘,

G

J

|
A

i

i
|

N0 WY
h

|

A}
4

=N
ié' \‘.Q.’“’y’(t

ot !/‘.H‘ ;
-
1 e
1>

-

¥

< T

the students stayed in
Yokohama with their host
families for the majority of
their time in Japan, the Ot-
tawa students also spent
time exploring many fa-
mous landmarks when in
Tokyo.

International student ex-
changes provide opportuni-
ties to make connections
with people from other
parts of the world and ex-
pand a student’s horizons.
Often enduring friendships
are formed which last a
lifetime.

Carleton University hosts OCDSB International Certificate Program students

the course content which
is interdisciplinary in na-
ture. The BGInS program
includes an opportunity
to take part in an over-
seas learning placement.
Three current BGInS
students told the audi-
ence about their overseas
placements in countries
such as Ghana, France,
and Ireland where they
worked in outreach pro-

dents and their ICP Advi-
sors attended a special day
of events at Carlton Univer-
sity. The day began with an
overview of Carleton’s
Bachelor of Global & Inter-
national Studies (BGInS)
degree which is of interest
to OCDSB students en-
rolled in the ICP. Faculty
from the BGInS program
informed students about the
entrance requirements and

grams. The BGInS degree
offers many diverse career
paths.

The BGInS program is well
suited for ICP students who
wish to explore their inter-
est in international affairs
and global citizenship. Carl-
ton University provides a
$1,000 scholarship to ICP
graduates who enroll in the
BGInS program.

Professor Marylynn Stickley pre-
sented a mini lecture to the ICP
students in the Azrieli Theatre

On November 22, over
120 International Certifi-
cate Program (ICP) stu-
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OCENET keeps students informed with monthly “happenings.” newsletter

happenings.

Things to do around Ottawa for international students

FUTURE

1
Happy New Year 2024! HAPPENINGS
January is a time when life returns back
to “normal” following all of the festivities i
surrounding the holiday season. So far  Hibkimmmerasisiepsatis
this year there has been very little snow, k&g
but it is almost certain that the Ottawa
area will soon experience winter full on.
January means a busy time at school as
you will be completing summative
assignments for your Semester 1 courses,
and during the last part of January you
will be focussed on studying for your
examinations. Be sure to take care of
yourself both physically and mentally by
staying active, eating well, and setting up

January 17: See the new womens’ professional
hockey league in action with PWHL Ottawa

January 25-27: Cirque Espafia is a unique
performance of circus, dance, music, and
theatre featured at the National Arts Center.
Amazing choreography! Tickets start at $31.
Visit: www.nac-cna.ca/en/event/33660

until January 27: Negotiating Borders. Explore
the DMZ border between North and South
Korea through the eyes of contemporary
artists at the KCC. FREE. www.canada korean-
culture.org/en/1237/board/572] read 126102
February 3: Rideau Hall's Winter Celebration.

Particpate in all sorts of winter activities
and tour the Governor’s General’s residence.

Need help with examinations?

Most students experience some anxiety in anticpating and preparing for the end of
semester examinations. There may be some stress, but know that there are lots of
ways to decrease the anxiety and that there are many people willing to help you to

cope with examinations. Make sure you ask your teachers for assistance in
understanding which content areas will be assessed and what strategies you can
use to be successful. Also, visit Student Services to find out about exam
preparation sessions and most schools will also offer peer tutoring programs.

X VISIT the
e—— 2 CANADA SCIENCE
T & TECHNOLOGY MUSEUM

See interesting exhibits and live
demonstrations that highlight
Canada’s many contributions to

the world of science and technology.

Eree admission Tuesday to Sunday from
4-5 p.m. The admission price at other
times is $14 with student ID. Tickets
should be booked in advance.
ingeni 3
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SKATE ON OTTAWA'S FAMOUS RIDEAU CANAL!

No doubt you have seen the Rideau Canal, and maybe the last
time you walked by it was full of water with boats travelling
along the waterway. A month or so ago, the canal was drained
of most of its water and preparations are now underway to
make it the longest natural ice skateway in the world at 7.8 kms.
long Even if you have never skated before, most Ottawans will
be glad to assist you in learning to skate. You may fall down a

few times, but stick with it and you will no doubt succeed and
enjoy the exhilirating feeling that comes from gliding across the
ice. You can rent skates and helmets at a reasonable price.
There are several warmup huts along the route and a few places
where you can get an iconic Beavertail and enjoy a cup of hot

a manageable study schedule. ot

JANUARY 2024

During the Covid pandemic,
OCENET launched a col-
ourful new newsletter for
international students and
visiting international teach-
ers to let them know about
interesting things to do

see-and-do/winter-celebration

ISSUE 17 JANUARY 2024

around the Ottawa area
that are accessible and
generally inexpensive or
free. Every issue of hap-
penings. includes a wide
variety of activities that
appealsto many interests.

chocolate with marshmallows on top.

Visit: www.ncc-cen. gc.ca/places/rideau-canal-skateway

ISSUE 17

The newsletter also
provides information
about what to expect at
school every month and
explains many common
Canadian cultural tradi-
tions and customs.

by Dahlia Liwsze,
Administrative Assistant

International education has
grown exponentially over
the years. Canada’s Immi-
gration Minister Marc Miller
said that Canada was on
track to welcome around
900,000 international stu-
dents in 2023. It is a field
that | feel happy and privi-
leged to work in.

| had experience in adminis-
trative work prior to work-
ing at OCENET. However, |
had never been as exposed
to the world, its people,
and its many languages as |
have been since beginning
to work at our offices on
Albert Street. Not only was
I now working with people

from countries like Korea
and Vietnam, but also |
was introduced to stu-
dents from many different
cultures. As someone
who has an undergraduate
degree, | value education.
As someone who is out-
going, | love meeting new
people. | get the best of
both worlds by working in
international education.

| have met many interest-
ing people over the years
through my work at
OCENET. These include
the many educational
agents who have come to
visit our schools or
brought over student
groups, such as the Osaka
Gakugei group from Japan
or the Study Now group

Working in the world of international education

from Colombia. Of
course, it is always inter-
esting to meet the inter-
national students and
their parents. Helping
students navigate
through the application
process, connecting
them with homestay
staff or guidance counse-
lors, or meeting them
during their orientation
are aspects of my job
that | enjoy.

By helping promote in-
ternational education, |
have also been educated
in various ways by the
students and their
worlds. That is some-
thing school cannot
teach you.

Here are images from the
January 2024 edition of the
happenings. newsletter.
Each issue of the newsletter
always contains two pages
full of information of interest
to international students and
visiting educators. A pdf ver-
sion of happenings. is
distributed at the end of each
month throughout the school
year to help readers plan for
activities they may want to
participate in during the
upcoming month. Feedback
from students and teachers
has been very positive.

Dahlia at her workspace
at OCENET where she is

in contact with people
from around the world
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440 Albert Street
Room C406
Ottawa, Ontario
Canada KIR 5B5

Phone: 613-239-03 14
Fax: 613-239-0608

email: ocenet@ocdsb.ca

If you have an international
education story that should be
included in Global Connections,

let us know.

Please direct any comments,
questions, or suggestions to:

ross.laing@ocdsb.ca

OCENET Bulletin Board

2023-2024
Lynch-Getty Global Student
Awards

Four OCDSB high school students,

two Canadian and two internation-

al students, will receive an award of
$1,000 each towards post-

secondary education.

Application information will be
posted in early March 2024.

Go to www.ocenet.ca and click on
“Scholarships & Bursaries” and

then “Lynch-Getty Award.”
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Canada Homestay Network

Incorporating Canada Homestay International

Serving Canada from Coast to Coast

Thinking About Becoming
A Homestay Host?

Among the many benefits of being a Homestay host:

» make a significant difference to the life of a student from
another country

* learn about people from other cultures

* make friends across the world

* introduce your children to an intercultural experience

* share Canadian culture and life in Ottawa

* Host Support 24/7

* receive an honorarium to cover expenses

Visit “Hosts” at

www.canadahomestaynetwork.ca

Divisions of OCENET

Ly
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OTTAWA INTERNATIONAL
STUDENT PROGRAM

YOUNG PEOPLE'S
LANGUAGE SCHOOL

OTTAWA-CARLETON
EDUCATION NETWORK

INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS
Elementary School
High School
University Preparation

English Immersion
Teacher Training
Summer Programs

Academic English

Leadership and

Outdoor Education Programs
Summer Study

OTTAWA-CARLETON
DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD
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